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Introduction 
All praise is due to Allaah, the Lord of all the Worlds and may the prayers and 
peace be upon His Messenger. To proceed: 


We are finally pleased to present an article that was started around six months 
ago, but due to occupations and involvements, we could not complete except 
recently. And this article is a gift to every Salafee', in all the comers of the Earth, 
and by way of this article on the Sharee’ah Jihaad, perhaps many affairs will 
become clear. Particularly, many of the lies and slanders directed by the 
Innovators and Partisans towards the Salafees concerning the affairs of Jihaad, 
those which even the shrewd and intelligent from amongst the K uffar have the 
sense and justice not to affirm and believe’. 


' This refers to the actual Salafees, who are upon the way of the Salaf in their agaa’id, and 
manaahij, and excludes the claimants to Salafiyyah, such as the Qutubiyyah, the Surooriyyah, 
Abdur-Rahmaan Abdul-Khaaliq’s Shurocrats and his “Scientific Salaf Movement”, the 
Takfeeris, Jihaadees and other than them, all of whom are remnants and splinters of al- 
Tkhwaan al-Muslimeen, and they are known as such due to their defence of the Ash’arees and 
Mu'tazilees such as Qutb and Mawdudi and al-Bannaa, and making walaa and baraa for them 
and for their ideologies, and whoever is deceived by them. 


* Refer for example to the paper “Transnational Salafis and Jihad”, by Q uintan Wictorowiczq, 
of the Rhodes College. Some of his statements are found below. When he refers to 
“reformists” he refers to the Salafees as opposed to the Jihaadee-T akfeerees. 


It is important t note that despite achieving a fair deal of accuracy in his research, he has made 
some serious errors, the most important of them being his inclusion of the Jihadee, Takfeeree 
movement within Salafiyyah (and this is due to him not having the detailed knowledge of the 
Salafee aqeedah and manhaj), and also his complete failure to even address the originator, and 
ideological source of the contemporary Takfeeree groups, Sayyid Qutb, as well as numerous 
other issues. However, here are the excerpts that are quite accurate: 


Excerpts From “Transnational Salafis and Jihad” 
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“.Reformists believe that only when Muslims agree on the true faith, as understood in Salafi 
doctrine, will unity in jihad endure and Muslims remain united. It is only at such a point that 
triumph becomes an inevitable reward from God to the community of the faithful.” 


“Jihad is thus viewed as the final stage after the Muslim community is unified and strong, 
certainly not the conditions that prevail today.” 


It is not that jihad is rejected as a tactic of religious transformation; rather, reformists believe 
that several prior phases are necessary before a jihad is permissible. In the reformist 
interpretation, religious transformation requires an evolutionary process of stages in which 
jihad builds upon platforms of the sequence. 


“... The central component of the reformist counter discourse on jihad is that unless Muslims 
follow the straight path of Islam and the Salafi manhaj, they will be unable to engage in a 
successful jihad since God rewards only the true believers. A lack of effective Salafi 
propagation and concomitant divisions within the Muslim community creates weakness that 
will prevent a successful jihad against western countries led by the United States. Any 
premature movement toward the use of violence is therefore doomed to fail. In fact, a few 
well known reformists have recently used Afghanistan as an example of failure, not success. 
They argue that after the Soviets were expelled, the Muslims fell into disarray, factional 
clashes, and rifts in a civil war that reflected divisions and a lack of unity through the Salafi 
manhaj.” 


“.,. AS al-Bani argues, “History repeats itself. Everybody claims that the Prophet is their role 
model. Our Prophet spent the first half of his message making da‘wa, and he did not start it 
with jihad.” Instead of waging war, Muslims should use the early model of the Prophet “and 
train the people to understand the correct Salafi doctrine, which is void of myths and heresies, 
and to teach them good morals, so that we can emerge with a broad base that embellishes this 
religion for human beings.” Jihad is thus viewed as the final stage after the Muslim community 
is unified and strong, certainly not the conditions that prevail today.” 


“..T he second source of opposition to the use of violence among reformists derives from a 
belief that a premature jihad launched before the purification of the Muslim community will 
engender harsh responses that could make even basic propagation difficult, a condition that is 
considered haram (religiously forbidden) by many Muslims. The necessity of engaging in 
actions that provide more good than harm derives from a general acceptance of the medieval 
Salafi scholar Ibn Qayyim al-Jawziyya and his four levels of forbidding evil. According to al- 
Jawziyya, there are four possible consequences of any action: 1) the evil is replaced with 
something good; 2) the evil is diminished without ending completely; 3) the evil is replaced by 
an equivalent evil; and 4) the evil is replaced by an even greater evil. The first two are 
considered religiously acceptable, the third involves ijtihad (the exercise of independent 
judgment), and the fourth is forbidden. Reformist Salafis believe that the use of violence will 
prompt a pernicious response from state authorities who would limit the capacity of the 
movement to promote its manhaj.” 


“ .Reformists argue that Salafis must first build the base of religious understanding before the 
umma (Muslim community) is prepared to wage jihad. Where reformists sanction jihad, it is 
only under extreme circumstances, such as the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan or the massacre 
of Muslims in Bosnia, when urgent conditions and necessity may drive reformists to accept 
jihad.” 
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This polemic against the Salafees has in reality come from individuals who have 
hijacked the comprehensive Sharee’ah understanding of Jihaad and have tied it 
down and restricted it to: 


a) The struggles and confrontations between oppressive governments and 
their subjects (the Mawdudo-Q uth paradigm), or 

b) The Jihaads in response to non-Muslim aggressions upon Muslims (the 
Azzaam-Bin Ladin? paradigm), 


Certain historical events led these individuals to legitimate their ideologies and 
methodologies, and focus upon them. The great emotive aspects of many of the 
events and occurrences! that took place around which this ideological 
legitimation of the Jihaadee manhaj was based, caused a general departure from 
the true understanding and priorities of the methodologies of Jihaad, and the 
methodologies of the Prophets, and the true nature of the Jihaad of the Prophets 
and Messengers. Thus what was something that is resorted to according to need 
and circumstance (the Jihaad of repelling or Jihaad ud-D af’), was made into an 
overall manhaj with which to deal with all of the Ummah’s problems and is 
frequently entered into the realms of the Jihaad of seeking increase (Jihaad ut- 


“It is not that the reformist Salafis reject jihad, quite the contrary. They argue that in certain 
contexts it is a religious obligation. However, the time is not yet right and the movement must 
focus first on more basic stages of religious propagation and purification. As a result, 
reformists have vehemently denounced the use of violence. The Saudi Salafi scholar 
Mohammed al-‘Uthaymin, decries the use of unrest: “Let those who riot know that they only 
serve the enemies of Islam; the matter cannot be handled by uprising and excitement, but 
rather by wisdom.” Mohammed Nasir al-Din al-Banni warns that, “The way to salvation is 
not, as some people imagine, to rise with arms against the rulers, and to conduct military 
coups. In addition to being among contemporary bid’ahs (innovations), such actions disregard 
texts of Islam, among which is the command to change ourselves. Furthermore, it is 
imperative to establish the basis upon which the building will stand”.” 


“.The difference between the jihadi and reformist factions of the transnational Salafi 
movement is not a disagreement over whether jihad is needed, but rather the timing of any 
war.” 

So this is the evaluation and analysis of this non-Muslim, who is more accurate and more 
truthful and more precise in speaking about the true position of the Salafees than the 
Innovators. 


* Both of whom emanate from the ideologies of Mawdudi and Qutb. 


“Such as Afghanistan, Bosnia, Chechnya and others. 
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Talab)’. In addition to this, the main bulk of those recruited for the Jihaad in 
Afghanistan were the remnants of the K hawaarijj in North Africa, the Jamaa’at 
ul-Jihaad and the Jamaa’at at-Takfeer walHijrah. Participants in the Afghani 
Jihaad from other lands such as the Gulf States, would become affected by these 
ideologies (the Mawdudo-Q uth paradigm), and then return to their lands, calling 
to these ideas.° 


° Refer to Shaikh al-A lbaani’s excellent refutation of this way of thinking, in the famous debate 
between him and a Jihaadee (IBD 170004). 

° And amongst those who have explained that the most of who associate with Jihaad in 
contemporary times are the K hawaarjj, those upon the Takfeeri manhaj was Shaikh al-Albaani 
(rahimahullaah). 


The Shaykh was asked, “O Esteemed Shaykh! It is not hidden to you what the Afghani plains 
contained of the groups and sects of misguidance, which increased in that time amongst its 
ranks, and which also attempted to spread - unfortunately - ttheir ideologies that are foreign to 
the manhaj of the Salaf us-Saalih, within our Salafi youth who used to make Jihaad in 
Afghanistan, and amongst these ideas is the Takfir of the Rulers, and also reviving the 
abandoned ways, such as assassinations, as they claim. And now, after the return of these 
Salafi youth to their lands (after the Jihaad), some of them have stood to spread these 
Opinions and doubts between the youth in their own soceities...” 


And in part of his reply he remarked, “...This point is often forgotten - and its requirement 
and necessity is often unheeded - by many of those with knowledge [those engaged in the call 
to Allaah], let alone those besides them who, in recent times have become known as ‘Jamaa’at 
ut-Takfeer’! Or some of the various types of groups who have associated themselves 
with Jihaad. H owever, in reality these groups are but from the remnants of takfeer.!! So 
these people - and those others - often count themselves amongst the righteous and the 
sincere, but this alone is not sufficient for a person to be considered, in the sight of Allaah, the 
Mighty and Magnificent, amongst those who will be delivered and succceed...” (In “Fitnah of 
Takfir’” that was published in numerous books, magazines and newspapers, and which was 
praised by Shaikh Ibn Baaz). 


And Shaikh Abdul-Muhsin al-'Ubaykaan who was once with the Qutubiyyah, but then 
abandoned them after knowing their realities, has recently published a book entitled, “The 
K hawaarij and the Renewed Ideology’, in which he confirms that many of those who went 
for Jihaad in Afghanistan from the Gulf states, after mixing with the Takfeeris of North 
Africa, came back upon the ideas of the K hawaanj. He said, “The origins of Takfeer came by 
way of a people who were from outside of this land (Saudi Arabia), and then they spread 
amongst the ranks of the impressionable and zealous youth, amongst the ones whom had not 
been showered with the blessings of the da'wah salafiyyah. Hence, they planted hateful 
partisanship amongst the youth, and they [laid down] structures in traversing upon [the ways 
of] the astray groups.And then the youth left from this land to Afghanistan, and found over 
there those who would teach them, nurture them, and give them experience in the manhaj of 
takfeer. And those who were responsible for this nurturing, left their own lands due to harm 
from their Rulers, because they clashed with them. And it was more befitting from them all 
that they remained in their land calling to Allaah with that which is best, and that they should 
strive their utmost in giving sincere advice to the Ummah, and strive as much as they are able 
in giving advice and da'wah, and not clash with those who will turn upon them and who are 
able to harm them. However, the manhaj of the K hawaarijj is the manhaj of confrontations, 
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For this reason you will see that most of this polemic and diatribe against the 
Salafees comes from those who are associated with these paradigms (Mawdudo- 
Qutb, and Azzaam-Bin Ladin), and those in the West who were affected by the 
da’wah of Qutb and Mawdudi, through the route of the Ikhwaanees of Saudi 
Arabia, the students of Mohammad Qutb atAsh’aree and Mohammad Suroor. 
As has been explained before, these ideologies and their followers are 
representative of the event-based manhaj which is characterised in all activist 
movements - as opposed to the revelation based manhaj, which draws 
fundamentally from the Book, the Sunnah, upon the understanding of the Salaf, 
in laying down the goals, priorities and directions of the da’wah and the 
methodologies of individual and societal reform?’ 


Ibn al-Qayyim (rahimahullaah) Lays to Waste the Mawdudo- 
Qutb Paradigm and Demolishes the Qutubi-Suroon-T akfeeri 


the kindling of tribulations and commotions, and giving open advice to the Rulers and 
publicising their affairs and so on.So when they clashed with their Rulers, they were 
imprisoned after that, and were harmed and were expelled so some of them fled. Then there 
occurred in their actions, a reaction to all of this, in light of the nurturing and education they 
had given to their followers, upon this corrupt manhgj, of takfeer of the scholars, and takfeer 
of many of the Muslims, and takfeer of the Rulers. Whilst they were the most ignorant of 
people of the affairs of aqgeedah and the sound manhaj. One amongst them might memorise 
some ahaadeeth and something of knowledge, and then he makes himself a Muftee, and a 
Shaykh of Islaam, and so he makes takfeer upon the Ummah, and he is the only one who is 
correct. So some of the youth are affected by them, those who did not have any protection, 
and did not equip themselves with knowledge.” (Al-K hawaarjj wal-Fikr al-Mutajaddid p.31) 


And similarly Shaikh Muhammad bin Haadee al-Madkhalee noted the same in some of his 
cassettes, saying that “they left us considering us to be believers and they came back 
considering us to be disblievers.” 


’ Of the most distinguishing characteristics of Ahl us-Sunnah is that in their da’wah they refer 
all events and occurrences back to the Qur'aan and the Sunnah and treat them accordingly. To 
the Qutubiyyah and in fact all activist based movements, their da’wah is event-based, that is 
that the core of their da’wah, its fundamentals, its aims and objectives, is based on events and 
circumstances - in opposition to the methodology of the Prophets. Take for example the 
da’wah of Ikhwaan, Hizb ut-Tahrir, Tabligh - all of it is event based. Hizb ut-Tahnir, the 
downfall of the K hilaafah. Ikhwaan, the absence of the Imaamah. Tabligh, the people fleeing 
away from the religion and not adhering to the Hanafi madhhab. All of these - and other 
movements - are based around circumstantial matters and are not derived from the Book and 
the Sunnah fundamentally. To Ahl us-Sunnah, these issues (i.e. the loss of Khilaafah, the 
absence of the Imaamah etc.) are the symptoms. To Ahl ul-Bid’ah these issues are the causes. 
Hence, their da’wah and manhaj changes and alters, based upon the particular symptom they 
see as the cause, whereas the da’wah of Ahl us-Sunnah remains the same, regardless of the 
symptom, since their da’wah and manhgj is based upon the Book and the Sunnah, and since 
the cause(s) are clearly outlined in the Book and the Sunnah. 
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School of Doctrine, and Exposes the Falsehood of the Activism 
of the Contemporary H izbiyyeen 


Reflect carefully, slowly and with great deliberation, upon every word and phrase 
from this excerpt from Ibn akQayyim, and do exactly as Ibn akQayyim asks you: 


He says in Miftaah D aar is-Sa’aadah (2/ 177) [Daar Ibn ‘Affaan], “And reflect in 
His, the Most High’s wisdom in making the kings of the servants, their leaders 
and their rulers to be of the same type as their actions (ie. those of the 
servant’s). Rather, it is as if their actions (those of the servants) became manifest 
in the appearances of their rulers and kings. If they remain upright, then their 
kings will remain upright, and if they tum away (from uprightness), then they 
(the kings) too will tum away from uprightness. And if they (the servants) 
oppress [themselves and others], then their kings and rulers will oppress [them], 
and if their appears plotting and deception from them, their rulers will [be made 
to] behave likewise, and if they (the servants) prevent the rights of Allaah that are 
with them, and become stingy with respect to them (i.e. withhold the rights of 
each other), then their kings and their rulers will withhold the right that they (the 
servants) have from them, and will become stingy with respect to them. And if 
they take from the one who is considered weak, what they do not deserve to take 
from him in their dealings (i.e. misappropriate from him), then the kings will take 
from them (the servants) what they do not deserve to take (from them) and will 
inflict them with taxes and [other forms of] service. And everything that they 
(the servants) take away from the weak person, the kings will take away from 
them with power, force. So their actions (those of the servants) become manifest 
in their actions (those of the kings and rulers). 


And it is not from the Divine wisdom that the evil-doers and the sinners are 
made to be ruled over [by anyone] except by one who is of their like. 


And when the very first band (of Islaam) was the best of the generations, and the 
most pious of them, then their rulers were likewise. And when they became 
tarnished (i.e. corrupted), the Rulers were made corrupted over them. Thus, the 
wisdom of Allaah refuses that the likes of Mu’aawiyah, and ‘Umar bin ‘Abdil 
‘Azeez are put in authority over us in the likes of these times [the 8" Century 
Hijrah]®, let alone the likes of Abu Bakr and ‘Umar. Rather, our rulers are in 


® And we wonder whether we in the 15" Century Hijrah would be deserving and worthy of 
having the likes of al-Hajjaaj binYoosuf to rule over us, let alone the likes of Yazeed Ibn 
Mu’aawiyah!! Then their come the Innovators amongst the Qutubiyyah, Surooriyyah, 
Takfiriyyah and other than them, and complain about todays rulers!! While the Messenger of 
Allaah (sallallaahu alaihi wasallam) sent to them, stated, as revealed to him by His Lord, that 
there will rulers over us at the end of time, “having the hearts of devils in the bodies of men” 
who “do not guide by his guidance and nor traverse upon his Sunnah”, and that they will 
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accordance with our (nature) and the rulers of those before us were in 
accordance with their (nature). And both of the two matters necessitate wisdom 
and what it requires. 


And the one who has deep rooted intelligence, when he moves his thought 
around in this subject will see the Divine wisdom that runs through alQadaa 
wal Qadar (O rdainment and Pre-D ecree), externally and internally, just as it runs 
through akKhalg walAmr (the Creation and the Command)’. So beware from 
thinking with your corrupt thought that anything of His ordainments and 
decrees are devoid of the farreaching wisdom. Rather, all of His, the Most 
High’s ordainments and decrees take place from the most perfect angles of 
correctness and wisdom. However, the weak intellects are veiled, by way of their 
weakness, from perceiving these [aspects of wisdom], just like eyes suffering day- 
blindness are veiled, by way of their weakness from the light of the sun”... ” End 
quote from Ibn al Q ayyim. 


These are words that ought to be written in gold, and hardly does a single one 
amongst the hizbiyyeen and harakiyyeen, (amongst those who focus their 
attention exclusively upon the rulers), read these words except that the hujjah is 
established upon him (since these understandings are none other than those 
from the Qur'aan and the Sunnah, they are the Sunan of Allaah in His creation) 
and the falsehood of his way is made apparent, and the obligation of him 
submitting to the truth, and returning to the Salafee manhaj is made clear, and 
the obligation of repenting from his lies and slanders against those who patiently 
adhere to the Salafee manhaj and implement their da’wah by way of it, also 
becomes clear, and the foolishness of his own way, and the great wastage that 
such a way has brought about, also becomes clear. 


“beat your back and confiscate your wealth” - and on top of all of that he informed the 
befitting action towards them is to “hear and obey”. 


* And those of sound intellect are those upon the methodologies of the Salaf in all their affairs, 
and especially the affairs of da’wah and rectification of the servant and the land, since they are 
upon the methodology of the Prophets in calling to Allaah, which is the way of wisdom and 
intellect. And they are the qualified physicians who identify the causes (of the diseases) and 
treat them appropriately. And the sound intellect concords and agrees, and follows on from 
the Revelation, hence, soundness of intellect is in following, imitating, not innovating, 
deviating. 


'° And those of weak intellect are the Innovators, those who concocted and invented false 
methodologies in the affairs of da’wah and in rectification of the servants and the land, such as 
takfeer of the rulers and clashing with the governments and attempting to replace them. They 
are the false physicians, the self-styled ones, the charlatans, who with their weak intellects only 
reach as far as the symptoms, and then treat them inappropriately, with mere innovation and 
invention. Despite the claim of others of their intellectualism, high cerebral activity, and so 
called contribution to “Islamic Thought”, then they are of weak and defunct intellect, because 
they did not follow or imitate, rather, instead they did innovate and deviate. 
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This paper contains the following: 


1. Ibn akQayyim on the Jihaad of Allaah’s Messenger and the Sharee’ah 
Jihaad 

2. Ibn Taymiyyah on the Comparison Between the Jihaads of Abu Bakr, 
‘Umar and ‘Alee 

3. Ibn alQayyim on Jihaad, Seeking Knowledge and “the Path of Allaah” 

4, Ibn akQayyim on Jihaad and Guidance 

5. [bn Taymiyyah on the Aided Jihaad in the Time of the Tartars 


Without any further ado, here are the statements of Shaykh ulIslaam Ibn al 


Qayyim and Shaykh akIslaam Ibn Taymiyyah on the Issues and Methodologies 
and Understandings of Jihaad. 
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Ibn al-Qayyim: Chapter: His (qi sé 0¢ég) Guidance 
Concerning Jihaad, Battles, Raids and D elegations'’ 


[Jihaad is the Peak and Edifice of Islaam] 

“Since Jihaad is the peak and edifice of the structure of Islaam, and the ranks of 
those who perform it are the highest of ranks in Paradise, just as they will also 
have elevation in the worldly (life) - for they are those who are uppermost in the 
world and hereafter - then (in light of this), A llaah’s Messenger (sallallaahu alaihi 
wasallam) is in the highest peak of (this Jihaad). 


[The Messenger Was the Greatest Mujaahid] 

And he was occupied with all of its types. Thus he made Jihaad for the sake of 
Allaah as it truly should be made for Him with the heart, the limbs, with da’wah 
(calling to Allaah), with bayaan (explaining, clarifying [the deen]), and with the 
sword and the spear. And all of his hours were suspended upon Jihaad, with his 
heart, tongue and hand. For this reason he was the most lofty of the two worlds 
(of Jinn and Men) in remembrance, and the greatest of them in status in the sight 
of Allaah. 


[The Jihaad Began with Conveyance of the Proof] 

And Allaah, the Most High, ordered him with Jihaad, from the very beginning, 
when He raised and sent him (as a Messenger), “So obey not the disbelievers, 
but strive against them (by preaching) with the utmost endeavour 
(jihaadan kabeeraa), with it (the Qur'an)” (Al-Furgan 25:52). 


And this Soorah (atFurqaan) is a Makkan Soorah, in which the Jihaad against 
the Kuffaar has been ordered with the hujjah (proof), the bayaan (explanation), 
and conveying the Qur'aan. Likewise, the Jihaad against the Munaafiqeen, this 
takes place by conveying the proof (of the Qur'aan to them), otherwise, they are 
under the subjugation of the people of Islaam. He, the Most High said, ‘O 
Prophet! Strive hard (make Jihaad) against the disbelievers and the 
hypocrites, and be harsh against them, their abode is Hell, - and worst 
indeed is that destination”. (At-Tawbah 9:73). 


The Jihaad against the Munaafigeen is harder than the Jihaad against the K uffaar, 
and this Jihaad is undertaken by the most special and unique individuals of the 
Ummah, the Inheritors of the Prophets, and those who perform it, who 
participate in it, and mutually assist in it are the unique ones in the world. Even 


" Zaad al-Ma’aad (3/ 5-13), published by Mu’assisat ar-Risaalah, Beirut, Lebanon. We have 
added the headings in square brackets to aid comprehension and give structure to the article. 
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though they might be the fewest in number, they have the greatest in rank in the 
sight of Allaah’. 


And since the most superior Jihaad is a statement of truth in the face of the 
severity, harshness of the opposer, such as when you speak the truth with the 
one whose authority and power you fear, then the Messengers (may the prayers 
and peace of Allaah be upon them) have a great share of this (type of Jihaad). 
And our Prophet (sallallaahu alaihi wasallam) had the most perfect and complete 
Jihaad in this respect. 


[Jihaad Against the Enemies is a Branch of the Jihaad of the Soul] 

Further, since the outward Jihaad against the enemies of Allaah is a branch of 
the servant’s inward Jihaad against his own soul for the sake of Allaah, just as the 
Prophet (sallallaahu alaihi wasallam) said, “The Mujaahid is the one who strives 
against his own soul in the obedience of Allaah, and the Muhaajir is the one who 
emigrates away from that which Allaah has prohibited”, then the Jihaad against 
the soul has precedence over the outward Jihaad of the enemy’. And it is 


" [Ed.]: Thus, this Jihaad is undertaken by the Great Scholars of al-Islaam who convey the 
proof of the Qur’aan openly and manifestly, and they are the Scholars of the sound aqeedah 
and sound manhaj. And by way of this, the affairs of Islaam and the Sunnah are known, open 
and widespread, such that the Munaafigeen and their characteristics are also known and made 
manifest, by way of the preponderance of Islaam due to the efforts of these scholars. And 
amongst those who have a great share in this field in recent times, are those who have 
conveyed, with great detail, the proof of the Qur'aan, and the proof of the Sunnah and the 
Salafee ageedah and Salafee manhaj, such that the Zanaadigah and the Munaafiqeen, are 
clearly exposed and laid bare. And amongst the Munaafigeen are those who corrupt the 
ageedah, and others who corrupt Ibaadah and others who corrupt the manaahij 
(methodologies), and others who corrupt the mu’aamalaat and siyaasaat, and others who with 
deliberate intent bring worldly harm upon the Muslims. So by way of the Scholars of the 
Sunnah and their efforts in preaching the correct sound Islaam and the correct sound Imaan, 
with all its details, and whatever opposes all of that, the Jihaad against the Munaafiqeen is 
established by the conveyance of the proof, such that the proof becomes, widespread, known 
amongst the people, so that the Munaafiqeen can be isolated and their actions recognised. So 
when this takes place, they are subjugated, and their harm does not surface. 


'’ That is when they openly proclaimed their call to Tawheed and spoke the truthful word 
concerning the false religion of Mushriks. Ibn al-Qayyim later says, “And when he openly 
proclaimed the command of Allaah, and openly made his dawah to his people, and called 
upon them to abandon their gods, and (announced) the fault in their religion (of shirk that 
they were upon)”, their harm towards him and towards those who responded to him from his 
companions became severe. They made him and them face numerous types of harms.” 


" Related by Ahmad (6/ 21), its Isnaad is good. 
'S [Ed.]: And refer to what comes shortly about what constitutes the Jihaad of the soul and its 


various levels, and link these words to those words. There are four levels for the Jihaad against 
the soul. 
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actually a foundation, base (asl) for it. For the one who firstly, does not make 
Jihaad against his soul so that it may do what it has been commanded and 
abandon that which it has been prohibited from, and to wage a war against it for 
the sake of Allaah, then it will not be possible for him to make the outward 
Jihaad against his enemy. 


How can it be possible for him to make Jihaad against his (outward) enemy and 
seek vengeance from him while the enemy that is in between his two sides (ie. 
the soul) is subduing him, overwhelming, controlling him, and which he does 
not make Jihaad against and nor does he wage a war against it for the sake of 
Allaah. Indeed, he will not be able to go out towards the enemy, until he makes 
Jihaad against his own soul, in order to go out. 


[A Third Jihaad is Actually the Basis of the Above Two Jihaads: The 
Jihaad Against the Shaytaan] 

The servant is tested and examined by Jihaad of these two enemies (the inward 
and the outward, i.e. the soul and the kuffaar). And between these two there is a 
third enemy, and it is not possible for him to make Jihaad against these two (the 
outward and the inward) except by making Jihaad against this (third) one. For 
this (enemy) prevents the servant from making Jihaad against these two 
(enemies), and he causes him to abandon it, and causes him to tremble on 
account of it, and he never ceases to portray to him the various hardships, the 
abandonment of the shares (of the world), the loss of pleasures and delights that 
follows from making Jihaad against these two (the inward and outward enemies). 


It is not possible for him to make Jihaad against those two enemies except by 
making Jihaad against this one, and the Jihaad against this (third enemy) is the 
foundation, base (asl) of the Jihaad against those two. And it is the Shaytaan’®. 
The Most High said, “Surely, Shaitan (Satan) is an enemy to you, so take 
(treat) him as an enemy’ (Fatir 35:6). And the command to take him as an 
enemy here is a notification of dedicating all efforts in fighting him, and making 
Jihaad against him, as if he is an enemy that does not slacken, and who does not 
stop waging his war against the servant for even a few moments. 


So these are three enemies, the servant has been commanded to fight them and 
make Jihaad against them, and he is also put to trial by fighting against them in 
this abode. And they are unleashed upon him as a test, examination from Allaah 
and as a tribulation. 


[Allaah Puts the Servants to Trial and Gives them the Means to See 
Through These Trials] 


'©[Ed.]: And refer to what comes shortly about what constitutes the Jihaad of the Shaytaan 
and its levels, and link these words to those words. 
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And Allaah gave the servant help, tools, means of support, and weapons to make 
this Jihaad, and he also gave His enemies help, tools, means of support, and 
weapons, and He put one group to trial by way of the other, and He also made 
each of them a tribulation for the other so that He may test what has been said 
about them (i.e. claimed about them), and that He may examine which of them 
shows loyalty to Him and His Messengers, and which of them shows loyalty to 
Shaytaan and his party, just as the Most High said, “And We have made some 
of you as a trial for others: will you have patience? And your Lord is Ever 
All-Seer (of everything)” (Al-Furgan 25:20). And the Most High said, “But if it 
had been Allah's Will, He Himself could certainly have punished them 
(without you). But (He lets you fight), in order to test you, some with 
others” (Muhammad 47:4). And the Most High said, “And surely, We shall try 
you till We test those who strive hard (for the Cause of Allah) and the 
patient ones, and We shall test your facts (i.e. the one who is a liar, and 
the one who is truthful)”. (Muhammad 47:31). 


Hence, He gave His servants the faculties of hearing and seeing, and intellect and 
strengths (of various sorts), and He revealed His Books upon them, and sent His 
Messengers to them, and strengthened them with the Angels, and said to them, 
“(Remember) when your Lord inspired the angels, “Verily, I am with you, 
so keep firm those who have believed”...” (Al-Anfal 8:12). 


[T hat Which Brings Aid and Support To The Servants] 

And He also ordered them to abide by His command, within which there is the 
greatest of support for them in the war against their enemy. So He informed 
them that if they perform what He has commanded them with, that they will 
never cease to be aided against His enemy and their enemy. And that if He was 
to empower the enemy over them, then it would be due to their leaving some of 
what He has commanded them, and due to their disobedience of Him. And even 
then, He would not deprive them of hope and would cause them to despair. 
Rather He commands them to face and address their affair, to treat their 
wounds, and to return again to oppose their enemies. And then He would help 
them against the enemy and give them victory over them. 


Thus, He informed them that He is with the pious ones (akmuttageen) amongst 
them, and those who do good (atmuhsineen), and with the patient ones (as- 
saabireen) and with the Believers (atmu’mineen), and that He defends, protects 
His Believing Servants in ways that they cannot defend themselves. Rather, by 
His defence, protection of them (in such ways) they are supported against their 
enemy, and had it not been for His protection of them, their enemy would have 
overran them and destroyed them. 


[Allaah’s Defence of the Believers Is in Accordance with Their Level of 
Imaan] 
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And this defence of them is in accordance with the level of their Imaan, ad in 
accordance to the extent (of this Imaan). If the Imaan was to increase, 
strengthen, then the protection would also increase. Thus, whoever found any 
good, then let him praise Allaah, and whoever found other than that, then let 
him not blame except himself. *’ 


[The Jihaad Allaah Has Commanded Upon Every Believer] 

And He also commanded them to make Jihaad in His Way as it truly should be 
made for Him, just as He commanded them to fear Him as He truly should be 
feared. And just as true fear of Him is that He should be obeyed and not 
disobeyed, remembered and not forgotten, shown thanks and not shown 
ungratefulness, then true Jihaad for His sake, is that a servant makes Jihaad 
against his own soul so that his heart, tongue and limbs are subservient and 
submit to Allaah. So that all of it is for Allaah, and by Allaah, not for his own 
soul or by his own soul. And that he makes Jihaad against his Shaytaan by 
rejecting his promise, and by disobeying his command and by performing what 
he prohibits, for he (Shaytaan) only promises empty wishes, and he creates 
deception, and promises poverty, and commands what is shameful and prohibits 
from piety and guidance, chastity and patience, and from all of the characteristics 
of Imaan. Therefore make Jihaad against him by rejecting his promise and 
disobeying his command, and then from these two Jihaads (one against the 
Shaytaan, the other against his soul)'®, there arises strength, power, and ability, by 
which he makes outward Jihaad against the enemies of Allaah, with his heart, 
tongue, hand and wealth, so that the word of Allaah is uppermost. 


[The Expressions of the Salaf Conceming Jihaad] 
And the expressions of the Salaf concerning the right of Jihad have differed: 


So Ibn ‘Abbaas said, “It is to devote all of one’s strength, ability for Him, and 
that He does not fear, in the path of Allaah, the reproach of anyone”. 


And Mugeatil said, “Work for Allaah as He truly should be worked for, and 
worship Him as He truly should be worshipped”. 


'’ Ed.]: And this is amongst the Sunan of Allaah whose true and real significance many of the 
“reformers” and groups and sects do not understand or appreciate, or include in the 
formulation of their da’wah. And every calamity that falls upon the Muslims, individuals and 
societies returns back to this, due to either a corruption (deviation) or weakness in their 
Tmaan. 


'® [Ed.]: Again, link what has been said here, with the actual details of what constitutes the 


Jihaad against the soul and the Jihaad against the Shaytaan, which are six levels in total, and 
which comprise the Fard ‘Ayn Jihaad upon every person. 
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And ‘Abdullaah bin akMubaarak said, “It is to fight against the soul and the 
desire (an-nafs, wathawaa)”’. 


[Jihaad Is In Accordance With Capacity and Ability and Allaah Does N ot 
Place Hardship Upon Anyone] 

And as for the one who said that the two verses are abrogated due to his belief 
that they command with something that is not capable of being performed. And 
that fearing Him as He should be feared and making Jihaad for him as it should 
be made for Him is whatever every servant is capable of. This varies for 
everyone based upon the variation in each person with respect to his situations 
in terms of strength, ability and inability, and knowledge and ignorance. Hence, 
fear (of Allaah) as He should be feared and making Jihad (for Allaah) as it should 
be made for Him, in relation to the one who is able and fit (atqaadir at 
mutamakkin), and who has knowledge, is something. And in relation to the one 
who is incapable, and ignorant and weak it [taqwaa and jihaad] is another thing.” 


And just look at how He followed up that command (to make Jihaad as it truly 
should be made for Him) with His saying, “... He has chosen you, and has 
not laid upon you in religion any hardship (al-haraj)” (Al-Hajj 22:78). 


And the meaning of atharaj is ad-dayyiq (confinement, restriction, narrowness). 
Rather, He has made it (the deen) vast, and which is sufficient for every person, 
just as He made His sustenance reach and be sufficient for every living thing, 
and He tasked the servant with what the servant can encompass, and He 
sustained the servant with what is sufficient for him. Thus, he is able to abide by 
what he has been charged with and his sustenance is sufficient for him, and He 
did not make any difficulty for His servant in the religion from any angle. The 
Prophet (sallallaahu alaihi wasallam) said, “I was sent with alHaneefiyyah as- 
Samhah”, meaning with the religion, which is haneefiyyah (upright, straight) in 
Tawheed, and samhah (forbearing, generous) in action. 


And Allaah, the Sublime and Exalted, provided vastness, respite to His servants 
with respect to His deen, and His sustenance, His pardon, and His forgiveness, 
and He also spread wide the [door] of repentance for them, so long as the soul 
remains in the body, and also opened up a door for them (of repentance), which 
He will not close until the Sun rises from the West. He also made for every sin, 
an expiation that removes the sin, by way of repentance, or charity, or a good 


'’ [Ed.]: This shows that the obligation (of the various levels) of Jihaad vary from person to 
person, based upon the factors [bn al-Qayyim has mentioned. And this contains a refutation 
of those who make it a policy of their da’wah to make the call to one particular level of Jihaad 
to be Fard ‘Ayn upon the Ummah. However, there are certain situations in which the level of 
the Jihaad of fighting specifically, becomes obligatory upon all the people of a particular place, 
time or situation (see later). 
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deed that erases it, or a calamity that expiates for it. And He also made for 
everything that He forbade them, something that is halaal, and that is more 
beneficial to them than it (i.e. that which was haraam), and more wholesome, 
and more delicious, so it takes its place so that the servant is not in need of what 
is haraam, and so that what is halaal suffices him, and so that he is not 
constricted. And He also made every hardship by which He tests them to have 
ease both before it and after it, “One hardship will not overcome two eases”””, 
So if this is His affair, the Sublime, with His servants, then how can He burden 
them with something that they cannot reach, let alone not having the ability or 
strength to do? 


Chapter 


[Jihaad Has Four Overall Levels] 
When this is known, then Jihaad is of four levels. 


Jihaad of the Soul, 

Jihaad of the Shaytaan, 
Jihaad of the Kuffar, and 
Jihaad of the Munaafigeen 


[The Jihaad of the Soul] 
So the Jihaad of the soul is itself of four levels. 


The first of them: That he makes Jihaad against it (i.e. the soul) in order to learn 
the guidance, and the religion of truth without which there is success, or 
happiness, in this life or the next. And when the soul loses the knowledge of it, 
then he will be wretched in both the abodes (i.e. the present life and the 
hereafter) 2! 


” Related by al-Haakim (2/ 528), from al-Hasan concerning the saying of Allaah, “Verily, with 
every difficulty, there is ease’. He said, “The Prophet (sallallaahu alaihi wasallam) came out 
rejoicing and happy, while laughing and while saying, “One hardship will not overcome two 
eases, Verily, with every difficulty there is ease’.” All of its men are thiqaat (reliable, 
trustworthy), however, it is Mursal. 


*! [Ed.]: And this is the Jihaad which is engaged upon exclusively by the Salafees amidst all the 
people of Islaam, and they are the ones granted success in this, and they are the ones who 
engage upon Jihaad upon the Prophetic Methodology and upon its understanding with the 
Salafee Manhaj. They are the ones therefore, who work to lay those foundations for the 
Ummah that ensure that the Jihaad (against the Kuffar) is granted success. Shaikh Abdur- 
Rahmaan bin Naasir as-Sa’dee said, “Jihad, is of two types. The jihad by which the correction 
and purity of the Muslims is intended and rectification of their beliefs, manners and all of the 
affairs pertaining to their lives, both the religious and the worldy affairs and the (Jihad) in 
cultivating them with knowledge and action. This (first) type is the fundamental basis of Jihad 
and its support. And it is from this first type that the second type finds its basis, and that is the 
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The second: That he makes Jihaad against it in order to act upon this knowledge, 
after he came to know it, otherwise, merely knowledge itself, without action, 
then if it does not actually harm, will not benefit either” 


The third: That he makes Jihaad against it in calling to it, and teaching it to the 
one who does not know it, otherwise, he will be amongst those who conceal 
what Allaah has revealed of guidance and clear proofs. And so his knowledge 
will not benefit him, and nor will it deliver him from the punishment of Allaah.” 


The fourth: That he makes Jihaad against it in having patience upon the hardship 
in calling to Allaah, and the harms from the creation, and that he bears all of that 
for the sake of Allaah.” 


Jihad by which those who show transgression against Islaam and the Muslims, from amongst 
the Disbelievers, Hypocrites, Heretic Apostates and all of the enemies of the religion are 
repelled and held at bay.” Wujoob ut-Ta’aawan bain al-Muslimeen (p.7-8). Shaikh Abu Anas 
Hamad al-Uthmaan commented, “And this is what our Scholars have remained upon. They 
consider that the Jihad against the Innovators is the basis and the Jihad of the disbelievers and 
heretical apostates branches off from that Jihad.” (Refer to Zajar al- Mutahaawan). 


” TEd.]: And this is what the Salafees are engaged upon, of inviting the people to act and abide 
by the Book and the Sunnah in their speech and behaviour, in the arena of beliefs, and 
statements and actions, in worship and mu’aamalah (dealings) and in marriage and divorce and 
inheritance, and in prayer and ablution, and in dress and appearance, and in judging (in all 
matters of beliefs and statements and actions and rulings and methodologies) to the Book and 
the Sunnah. They invite the people to act and abide by the Sunnah in all of the affairs of the 
Deen. And every sane and just person knows that this is the call of the Salafees, by which they 
seek to actualise the unity amongst the Muslims, just as the first Muslims were brought 
together. 


* [Ed.]: And this is the Jihaad which is engaged upon by the Salafees, in that they take the 
Salafee Aqeedah, and Manhaj and invite the people to it, calling to it, teaching it, repelling 
what opposes it, so that what occurs in the saying of Allaah’s Messenger concerning the return 
of the K hilaafah upon the Minhaaj of Nubuwwah, can be actualised: 


Hudhaifah (radiallaahu anhu) reports that the Messenger of Allaah (sallallaahu alaihi wasallam) 
said, “Prophethood will remain amongst you for as long as Allaah wills for it to remain. Then 
Allaah will raise it up whenever He wills to raise it up. Then there will be a Caliphate upon the 
Minhaaj (methodology) of Prophethood; it will remain with you as long as Allaah wills for it to 
remain. Then Allaah will raise it up whenever He wills to raise it up. Then there will be a reign 
of oppressive kingship, and it will remain with you as long as Allaah wills for it to remain. 
Then there will be a reign of tyrannical kingship, and it will remain with you as long as Allaah 
wills for it to remain. Then Allaah will raise it up whenever He wills to raise it up. Then there 
will be a Caliphate upon the Minhaaj of Prophethood.” (Silsilah as-Saheeh, no. 5). 


** [Ed.]: And this is what the Salafees are engaged upon, in facing the harms directed to them 


by the Innovators in all there various kinds, those who face with them violence, and harm and 
abuse, merely because they did not go with the people of innovation, in their innovation, and 
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nor to the people of excess in their excess, but remained firmly upon the clarity that the 
Messenger (sallallaahu alaihi wasallam) left, its night like its day. Al-Hasan al-Basri (d.110H) 
said, “For verily Ahl us-Sunnah were the fewest amongst the people in the time that has 
passed and they will be the fewest of people in the time that is yet to come. Those who do not 
go to the luxury of the people of luxury and nor to the innovations of the people of 
innovation and who had patience upon the Sunnah until they meet their Lord. So this is how 
you should be inshaa’allaah.” (ad-D aarimee 1/ 92). 


And some of the greatest of oppositions and harms against the Salafees have come from the 
direction of Ikhwaan and their offshoots (the Qutubiyyah, Bannaawiyyah, Surooriyyah, 
Turaathiyyah, Takfeeriyyah, Jihaaadiyyah) and from their false methodologies that they have 
devised, which admit to the accommodation of all the Innovators and Deviants, to the 
exception of the Salafees, to whom nothing but enmity and hatred is shown, merely because 
they adhered and showed patience upon the firmly established methodologies of Prophethood 
and the methodologies of the Salaf, in actualising the Deen of Allaah, and did not rush to the 
violent-revolutionary, democratic-revolutionary, takfeer-assassination-coup, and populist 
methodologies that were knee-jerk reactions to the decrees of Allaah in giving the Kuffar 
domination over the Muslims, in His removal of the safety and security that the Muslims once 
had by His removal of the Islaamic Sharee’ah from their lands, when they deserved that, due 
to what their hands had earned. 


And the Salafees are upon the correct and true methodology in bringing back success and 
honour, which is to do that which Allaah has commanded (of Tawheed, Imaan, Taqwaa, Birr 
and abiding by the Sunnah) and avoid that which He has forbidden (Shirk, Innovation, Fisq, 
Fujoor and so on), and having patience upon that, calling to it, making Jihaad therein, and 
facing the harms, and beseeching Allaah for aid and assistance, until He grants the authority, 
and the victory, and causes it to descend, as He did with the Prophet (sallallaahu alaihi 
wasallam) and the Companions, and as He has promised the Ummah in His Book. 


And the Innovators are upon the bid’ah of the Qadariyyah in dtempting to snatch the 
authority and rule from those whom Allaah has currently granted it to (from His wisdom ad 
justice) it in order to return it back to Allaah, as they claim (and this is a negation of Allaah’s 
Iraadah Shar’iyyah and K awniyyah, and they wish themselves, by way of the innovated, non- 
legislated methodologies, to be the self-creators and governors of the Islamic authority, when 
it is in fact Allaah, who bestows it and causes it to descend, He gives authority to whom He 
pleases and removes t from whom He pleases, He honours whom He pleases and debases 
whom He pleases). 


And they are upon the bid’ah of Injaa’ towards the Innovators (due to their amassing the 
Innovators into one lump to gain the numbers and supporters required to achieve ther goals). 
And their methodologies are based around events and occurrences that take place (such as the 
Gulf War, regional aggressions by the Kuffaar, Afghanistan, Bosnia and other than that), and 
are not derived fundamentally from the Book and the Sunnah and methodologies of the Salaf. 


Then the great emotive aspects that are part of their methodologies (that are based around 
events involving harm upon the Musims, which are from the decrees of Allaah) blind them 
from showing justice towards the Salafees, and from seeing that the truth is with them, and 
that the Salafees invite to what contains true rectification and success and to what brings 
about the promise of Allaah, and His aid and assistance. Then after all this they fabricate the 
greatest of lies and slanders upon the Salafees by claiming that they do not care for the 
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So when he perfects all of these four levels, he will be amongst the 
Rabbaaniyyeen, for the Salaf are agreed that a Scholar is not deserving of being 
called “Rabbaaniyy” until he knows the truth, acts by it and teaches it. Hence, 
whoever knew and acted and taught, such a one is named greatly in the 
dominion of the heavens (i.e. by the Angels). 


Chapter 


[The Jihaad Against the Shaytaan] 
And as for the Jihaad against the Shaytaan, then it is of two levels: 


The first of them: Making Jihaad against him in repelling what he throws at the 
servant of the piercing doubts and misconceptions concerning Imaan.” 


Muslims of the Ummah. And this is because the Salafees have not shared with them in their 
innovated, non-legislated methodologies, in bringing about rectification, and their being filled 
with emotions that are channelled in the wrong directions, futile methodologies and what 
brings about more harm. They ought to know that the Salafees, of all the people of the earth, 
are the greatest in their emotions for Islaam and its people, however their emotions are 
channelled and controlled by way of the methodologies of Islaam and the foundations of the 
Sunnah, and thus, in times of tribulation, they are most reserved, calm, and patient of people, 
whereas as those besides them are agitated. Every calamity that befalls the Muslims, they are 
agitated, and emotively charged, and they burst with their emotions, and anyone who does not 
share with them in exploding their frustrations, but instead, shows patient reserve based upon 
certainty (yaqeen) of Imaan and of Allaah’s promise in His Book, and continues in that which 
contains true rectification, upon which Allaah guarantees success and victory, then they are 
treated as those who care little for the Ummah! 


Rather, the Salafees of all the people of the Earth, care the most for all the Muslims of the 
Earth, because they work towards what contains true rectification and success for the Muslim 
Ummah, and their devotion and dedication in this, is amongst the greatest of outward signs 
that they care the most for the Ummah and its welfare. Of what concern was the welfare of 
the Muslims to the Kharijites of Algeria, goaded and supported by the ramblings of the 
ignoramus Qutubiyyah of Saudi Arabia? Of what concern was the welfare of the Muslims to 
al-Faraj and al-Mustafaa, the implementers of the violent-revolutionary and takfeer 
assassination-coup methodologies of Sayyid Qutb. What good has that brought upon the 
people of Egypt? Ease and security, or further repression and oppression. They sought to 
rectify what was less (the oppression of the authorities) at the expense of the oppression that 
was greater (the oppression of the Mushriks in their Shirk, those who worship the graves of 
Hussain, and Tusugi, and Zainab and Badawi, and Sinjar and others in Egypt), and so they 
were not granted success, and they continue upon this falsehood till this day. Of what benefit 
was the coup in Syria in the early 80s, with 40,000 men, women and children wiped out in no 
more than two or three days? By Allaah, these are the people who are the mischief makers 
upon this earth, by way of their innovated, disastrous, ailing, failing methodologies. 


25 TEd.]: And this is what the Salafees are engaged upon, in purification of the Deen and 


removing the doubts, and innovations that have led a great deal of Muslims astray. And there 
are none of the people of the Earth, who share with them in the likes of this. 
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The second: Making Jihaad against him in repelling what he throws at him of 
corrupt intentions and desires. 


After the first Jihaad (i.e. in repelling the doubts) there is yaqeen (certainty), and 
after the second Jihaad (i.e. in repelling the desires) there is sabr (patience). The 
Most High said, “And we made from amongst them leaders, who guide 
with our command, when they showed patience and had certainty in our 
signs.” (Sajdah 32:24). 


So He informed that leadership in the religion is attained by patience and 
certainty. So patience repels the desires and false intentions, and certainty repels 
the doubts and misconceptions. 


Chapter 


[The Jihaad Against the Kuffar and Munaafiqeen] 
As for the Jihaad against the K uffar and Munaafiqeen, then it has four levels: 


With the heart, 

The tongue, 

The wealth, and 

The soul (the self, one’s person) 


Yahyaa Ibn Yahyaa used to say: “Defending the Sunnah is more virtuous than fighting in 
Jihaad.” (Nagd-ul-Mantiq, p 12 of Shaikh ul-Islaam Ibn Taymiyyah). Z akariyyah bin Nasr said, 
“T heard Y ahyaa bin Y ayhaa saying ‘D efending the Sunnah is more virtuous than fighting in 
Jihaad’. Muhammad said, I heard Muhammad bin Y ahyaa adh-D huhli say, ‘I said to Y ahyaa, 
‘A man spends his wealth, tires himself (in worship) and performs Jihad. Is that one (who 
defends the Sunnah) more superior.’ He said, ‘Yes, by many times’.” Reported by al-Harawi in 
Dhamm ul-K alaam. 


And whoever looks at the seerah of the Salaf will see their great and amazing share in this 
particular form of Jihaad, and this continues to be the way of the Salafees. As for other than 
them, then they are upon the bid’ah of Irjaa’ towards the Innovators, especially in 
contemporary times, when activist based movements springing from the Mawdudi-Q utb- 
Banna school of thought, and its contemporary representations, accommodate the Innovators. 
Any attachment to the Salafee aqeedah is only theoretical, and is purely a belief to which no 
walaa and baraa’ is attached, and no actions of the heart are attached to it, such that it makes 
these activists to make themselves distinct in their da’wah, and in their methodologies. Rather, 
this Irjaa’ towards the Innovators, allows them to amass the support that they need to make 
their methodologies operative. This includes the violent-revolutionary, democratic- 
revolutionary, and populist, mass-oriented schools of thought. 


IBD170005 @ WWW.SALAFIPUBLICATIONS.COM 19 


Insights into the Comprehensive Sharee’ah J ihaad 


And the Jihaad of the Kuffar is more specific with the hand, and the Jihaad 
against the Munaafigeen is more specific with the tongue. 


Chapter 


[The Jihaad Against the Lords of Dhulm, Bid’ah and Munkar]* 
And as for the Jihaad against the lords of oppression and innovation”, and evils, 
then it is of three levels: The first, with the hand when one is able. So if he is 


© [Ed.]: This in relation to those within the Ummah who cause harm, corruption, mischief, 
oppression, and fall into evil, sins disobedience, and spread innovations. This would include 
the thieves, the highway robbers, the khawaarij as well as those who revolt without holding the 
aqeedah of the khawaarij, organised crime, the innovators in general, those who oppress 
others, the sinners and people of wickedness and so on. And each of these three levels, that of 
the hand, tongue and heart, is in accordance with capacity, level and status. So for example, 
the general people do not make Jihaad against organised crime, or the khawaarij, it is for the 
authorities to deal with this, as well as those affairs that require the prescribed punishments to 
be applied, so this matter is deferred to them. And refuting the Innovators is for the Scholars, 
and those who are able in this regard, and whoever has knowledge in a matter, so he hates it 
and forbids it in accordance with the limits of his knowledge. And likewise forbidding the 
general evils, then it is for each person to prohibit the evil and hate it with the heart. So it is 
important to recognise that this form of Jihaad and its levels has further detail to it, in 
accordance with the explanations of the Scholars of Ahl us-Sunnah. (Refer to as-Siyaasah ash- 
Shar’iyyah pp.58-79, of Shaykh ul-Islaam Ibn Taymiyyah for more details - printed by the 
Council of Islamic Affairs, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia). 


*’ TE d.]: Shaikh Abdur-Rahmaan bin Naasir as-Sa’dee said, “Jihad, is of two types. The jihad by 
which the correction and purity of the Muslims is intended and rectification of their beliefs, 
manners and all of the affairs pertaining to their lives, both the religious and the worldy affairs 
and the (Jihad) in cultivating them with knowledge and action. This (first) type is the 
fundamental basis of Jihad and its support. And it is from this first type that the second type 
finds its basis, and that is the Jihad by which those who show transgression against Islaam and 
the Muslims, from amongst the Disbelievers, Hypocrites, Heretical Apostates and all of the 
enemies of the religion are repelled and held at bay.” Wujoob ut-Ta’aawan bain al-Muslimeen 
(p.7-8). Shaikh Abu Anas Hamad al-Uthmaan commented, “And this is what our Scholars 
have remained upon. They consider that the Jihad against the Innovators is the basis and the 
Jihad of the disbelievers and heretical apostates branches off from that Jihad.” (Refer to Zajar 
al-Mutahaawan). 


And Shaikh ul-Islaam Ibn Taymiyyah - may Allaah have mercy upon him - also said: “And 
such as the People of Innovation among the people of the [innovated] sayings that oppose the 
Book and the Sunnah or the acts of worship opposing the Book and the Sunnah - for 
exposing their condition and warning the Ummah about them is obligatory by unanimous 
agreement of the Muslims - until it was said to Imaam Ahmad bin Hanbal: “Is it more loved 
to you that a man fasts, prays and peforms tawaaf or that he speaks about the People of 
Innovation [i.e. exposes them and warms about them]?” He replied: “When he stands, prays 
and performs tawaaf that is for himself but when he talks about the People of Innovation then 
that is for the Muslims and this is more excellent.” So he explained that the benefit of this is 
for the Muslims in general - for [the protection of] their religion - and it is a form or Jihaad in 
the Path of Allaah because the purification of the Path of Allaah, His Deen, His Minhaaj 
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incapable, then he moves to the tongue, and if he is incapable, then he makes 
Jihaad with his heart. 


[There Are Thirteen Levels]”* 
So these are thirteen levels of Jihaad (in total), “Whoever dies and did not battle, 
or did not have the desire to battle, then he dies upon a branch of hypocrisy’. 


Chapter 


[Jihaad is N ot Complete Except With Hijrah, the Meaning of Hijrah, and 
That There is No Hijrah Except with Imaan] 

And Jihaad is not completed except with Hijrah, and there is no Jihaad, nor 
Hijrah except with Imaan. And those who place hope in the mercy of Allaah, 
they are the ones who have brought these three affairs. The Most High said, 
“Verily, those who have Imaan, and those who made hijrah, and those 


(methodology) and His Sharee’ah, repelling the oppressors and having enmity towards them is 
obligatory with kifaayah (i.e. there must be some amongst the Muslims who do this otherwise 
all of them are sinful for neglecting this duty). And if it had not been for the one whom 
Allaah had made to undertake this duty of repelling the harms of these people the 
Deen would have been corrupted and destroyed. And this corruption is greater than 
the comuption resulting from the domination of the enemies - amongst the people who 
fight against the Muslims (i.e. Disbelievers) - and this is because these people (the 
disbelievers) when they dominate and conquer the Muslims, do not corrupt the hearts 
or whatever faith is contained within them except as a consequence, after time. As for 
these (the People of Innovation) then they corrupt the hearts right from the very 
beginning (i.e. since they comupt the Deen itself) .”. Majmoo al-Fataawaa (28/ 231-232). 


* SUMMARY OF THE LEVELS AND TYPES OF JIHAAD 


[A] Jihaad of the Soul [B] Jihaad of the Shaytaan 
1. Jihad of Learning K nowledge 9. Jihaad of Repelling D oubts 
2. Jihaad of Acting Upon It 6. Jihaad of Repelling D esires, Lusts 


3. Jihaad of Calling, Teaching 
4, Jihaad of Patience in Calling 


[C] Jihaad of Oppressors, Innovators, _[D] Jihaad of the Kuffar and Munaafigeen 
Sinners 


7, Jihaad with the Hand 10. Jihaad with the Heart 
8. Jihaad with the Tongue 11. Jihaad with the Tongue 
9, Jihaad with the Heart 12. Jihaad with the Wealth 


13. Jihaad with the Self (the Body) 


A, B, and C comprise the root and base of Jihaad, and D is the subsidiary Jihaad that branches 
from the first three (refer to the saying of as-Sa’dee quoted earlier). 


* Related by Muslim (1910) in the chapter of “Imaarah”, from Abu Hurairah. It is also related 
by Abu Daawood (2502), in the chapter on “Jihaad”. 
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who strived (in Jihaad) in the path of Allaah, they are the ones who hope 
for the mercy of Allaah, and Allaah is Oft-Forgiving, Merciful’ (Bagarah 
DANG): 


And just as Imaan is obligatory (fard) upon everyone, then two types of hijrah 
are obligatory upon him in every moment: A hijrah (emigration) to Allaah, the 
Mighty and Majestic, with Tawheed, and ikhlaas (sincerity) and inaabah 
(remorse), and tawakkul (reliance) and khawf (fear) and rajaa’ (hope) and 
mahabbah (love) and tawbah (repentance). And also a hijrah to His Messenger 
with mutaaba’ah (following), and submitting, complying with his command 
(amr), and believing in his information (khabar), and placing his information and 
command ahead of the information and command of anybody else, [as he 
(sallallaahu alaihi wasallam) said], “So whoever made hijrah to Allaah and His 
Messenger, then his hijrah was for the sake of Allaah and His Messenger. And 
whoever made hijrah for the world, in order to gain a portion of it, or to a 
woman for the sake of marrying her, then his hijrah was for that to which he 
migrated.” *° 


[The Ruling of Jihaad] 

And to make Jihaad against his own soul for the sake of Allaah, is obligated 
upon him, as well as Jihaad against his Shaytaan. So all of this is fard ‘ayn (it is 
obligatory upon every single individual), and no one else can delegate this to 
another person.” 


°° [Ed.]: Reflect carefully upon the link of Jihaad with Hijrah,and what is actually meant by 
Hijrah - the Hijrah to Tawheed, and worship of Allaah, and Hijrah to the Sunnah with belief 
in the affairs of the Sunnah (i.e. the agaa’id and manaahij) and acting upon the commands of 
the Messenger (sallallaahu alaihi wasallam) - and you will see that the Salafees are the ones 
who call to this Hijrah and they are the most active in making this Hijrah and calling others to 
it, by Allaah’s permission. 


As for the Hijrah of others, then it is either to tafkeer of the Rulers, or revolutions, coups and 
assassinations, or partaking in democratic elections, or suicide bombings and hijackings, and 
so on. And the Jihaad is not completed by way of these acts and these methodologies. Rather, 
it is not completed except with the correct Hijrah to Allaah and His Messenger. 


*' [Ed.]: And this is the base and root Jihaad that is Fard ‘Ayn upon the whole Ummah, and 
this is what the Salafees are engaged in call others upon - the six levels of Jihaad, which are 
the very basis and root of the other Jihaad. And they also partake in the three levels of Jihaad 
against the Innovators, Sinners and O ppressors, according to level, capacity and status. So the 
Salafees, of all the people of the earth, are engaged upon this, and the Jihaad that is based 
upon this foundation, is the Jihaad that Allaah aids and supports. Thus, the methodologies of 
the Salafees in the issues of Jihaad and da’wah and rectification, naturally follow on from the 
correct Sharee’ah understanding of Jihaad. 
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As for the Jihaad of the Kuffar and Munaafigeen, then it is sufficed with only 
some from the Ummah, when they attain the intent behind Jihaad:” 


Chapter 


[Perfection is Based Upon Perfection of Each of the Levels of Jihaad] 

And the most perfect of the creation with Allaah is the one who has perfected all 
the levels of Jihaad. And [those amongst the] creation are varied [amongst 
themselves] with respect to their positions with Allaah, [based upon] their 
variation in [performing] the various levels of Jihaad®. 


* TEd.]: And this what is made as the root and base of Jihaad by the Jihaadees and Takfeerees, 
and they make this Fard ‘Ayn upon the whole Ummah, opposing Ahl us-Sunnah, and straying 
in their methodologies of reform. 


Shaykh Muqbil bin Haadee al-Waadi’ee (rahimahullaah) said, “And al-[khwaan al-Muflisoon 
deceived many of the people of knowledge (i.e. about the state of affairs in Afghanistan) until 
they said, “The Afghaani Jihaad is Fard ‘Ayn”, and this is the speech of the one who does not 
know, and this is the fatwaa of the one who does not know, that it should be said, “The Jihaad 
in Afghanistan is Fard ‘Ayn”. The meaning of this is that the Muslims in all the Islamic lands, 
it is obligatory upon them to go together, and remain in Afghanistan until they purify it from 
the Communists. And the lands of the Muslims themselves are planted with Communists and 
Ba'thees and Naasirites, and the Afghaanees do not have what they can stand to perform, if all 
the Muslims were to come to them. So this fatwaa is comical”. (Magtal Shaykh Jameel ur- 
Rahmaan p.34). 


Thus, the methodologies of the Jihaadees and Takfeerees, do not follow on from the 
profound Sharee’ah understanding of Jihaad. Saying this does not detract from the great 
virtues and rewards of the Jihaad of fighting. However, we are speaking about methodologies 
and reformative ideas, and in this, the Jihaadees and Takfeeres are upon error and 
misguidance. 


And the Fuquhaa have mentioned three situations in which Jihaad becomes Fard ‘Ayn: 


a) When he finds himself in the outbreak of battle, it is forbidden for him to flee from it, 
rather he must fight 

b) When he has been tasked and specified by the Imaam of the Muslims, and has been 
delegated for Jihaad 

c) When an enemy attacks a land of the Muslims, then it is obligatory upon all the people 
of that land to go out and fight, and this obligation applies only to those who are ahl 
ul-wujoob, which are the men of that land, and whoever is close to them. 


Refer to Shaykh Ahmad an-Najmee’s “Risaalat ul-Irshaad Ilaa Bayaan il-Haggq Fee Hukm il- 
Jihaad” containing an excellent refutation of the errors of ‘Abdullaah ‘Azzaam. 


* TEd.]: Thus, it is not necessitated that the one who performs the Jihaad against the K uffar, 
has necessarily perfected the other levels of Jihaad, or vice versa. Rather, all the people vary 
with each other with respect to the degree and level to which they perform and fulfil each 
particular level or type of Jihaad (from the thirteen types of Jihaad). And this varies from 
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For this reason the most perfect and noble of the creation to Allaah was the seal 
of His Prophets and Messengers, for he perfected the levels of Jihaad, and made 
Jihaad in the path of Allaah as Jihaad truly should be made for Him. And he also 
undertook this Jihaad from the moment that he was sent [as a Messenger] up 
until Allaah the Mighty and Majestic took him away. So when He revealed, “O 
you enveloped (in garments)! Arise and wam! And your Lord (Allah) 
magnify! And your garments purify!” (Al Muddaththir 74:1) upon him, he 
took to the way of da’wah with all zeal and vigour, and he stood up for the sake 
of Allaah in the most complete way, and called to Allaah day and night, in secret 
and in open. And when He revealed, “Therefore proclaim openly (Allah's 
Message Islamic Monotheism) that which you are commanded.” (Al-Hijr 
15:94), he began to openly proclaim the command of Allaah, without being held 
back by the reproach of the reproachers. So he called the young and the old, the 
slave and the free person, the male and the female, and red and the black, and 
the jinn and the men, to Allaah. 


And when he openly proclaimed the command of Allaah, and openly made his 
dawah to his people, and called upon them to abandon their gods, and 
(announced) the fault in their religion (of shirk that they were upon)”, their harm 
towards him and towards those who responded to him from his companions 
became severe. They made him and them face numerous types of harms. And 
this is the Sunnah of Allaah, the Mighty and Majestic in His creation., just as He, 
the Most High, said, “Nothing is said to you except what was said to the 
Messengers before you.” (Fussilat 41:43) And He said, “And so We have 
appointed for every Prophet enemies - Shayatin (devils) among mankind 
and jinns.” (AlAn‘am 6:112). And He said, “Likewise, no Messenger came 
to those before them, but they said: “A sorcerer ora madman!” Have they 
(the people of the past) transmitted this saying to these (Quraish pagans)? 
Nay, they are themselves a people transgressing beyond bounds (in 
disbelief)!” (Adh-D hariyat 51:52-53). 


person to person, as Ibn al-Qayyim explained earlier, in accordance with the ability and 
capacity, and ignorance and knowledge of each person, and Allaah bears no soul with a 
burden greater than it can bear. 


* [Ed.]: If only the callers to Haakimiyyah and Imaamiyyah would announce the likes of this 
call to the Mushriks of their lands, who are steeped in the worship of the graves and worship 
of the Awliyaa and other than that, and if only they adopted the path and call of Shaykh ul- 
Islaam Muhammad bin A bdul-Wahhaab and those before him in purifying the servant and the 
land, then perhaps Allaah may relieve them somewhat, just as Allaah relieved the Muslims 
from the Tartars, after they had spent some time in spreading and actualising Tawheed, 
teaching it to the people and then Allaah gave them huge victories (see the statement of 
Shaikh ul-Islaam Ibn Taymiyyah at the end concerning this). 
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And He, the Sublime, persuaded and consoled His Prophet by way of this, 
[explaining] that he has a good example in those Messengers that have come 
before him. And He also consoled and encouraged his followers, with His 
saying, “Or think you that you will enter Paradise without such (trials) as 
came to those who passed away before you? They were afflicted with 
severe poverty and ailments and were so shaken that even the Messenger 
and those who believed along with him said, “When (will come) the Help 
of Allah?” Yes! Certainly, the Help of Allah is near!” (Al-Bagarah 2:214). 


And His saying, “Alif-Lam-Mim. [These letters are one of the miracles of 
the Qur'an, and none but Allah (Alone) knows their meanings.] Do people 
think that they will be left alone because they say: “We believe,” and will 
not be tested. And We indeed tested those who were before them. And 
Allah will certainly make (it) known (the truth of) those who are true, and 
will certainly make (it) known (the falsehood of) those who are liars, 
(although Allah knows all that before putting them to test). Or those who 
do evil deeds think that they can outstrip Us (i.e. escape Our 
Punishment)? Evil is that which they judge! Whoever hopes for the 
Meeting with Allah, then Allah's T erm is surely coming. and He is the All- 
Hearer, the All-Knower. And whosoever strives, he strives only for himself. 
Verily, Allah is free of all wants from the 'Alamin (mankind, jinns, and all 
that exists). Those who believe, and do righteous good deeds, surely, We 
shall remit from them their evil deeds and shall reward them according to 
the best of that which they used to do. And We have enjoined on man to 
be good and dutiful to his parents, but if they strive to make you join with 
Me (in worship) anything (as a partner) of which you have no knowledge, 
then obey them not. Unto Me is your retum, and I shall tell you what you 
used to do. And for those who believe (in the Oneness of Allah and other 
items of Faith) and do righteous good deeds, surely, We shall make them 
enter in (the enterance of) the righteous (i.e. in Paradise). Of mankind are 
some who say: “We believe in Allah,” but if they are made to suffer for the 
sake of Allah, they consider the trial of mankind as Allah's punishment, 
and if victory comes from your Lord, (the hypocrites) will say: “Verily! We 
were with you (helping you).” Is not Allah Best Aware of what is in the 
breast of the 'Alamin (mankind and jinns). Verily, Allah knows those who 
believe, and verily, He knows the hypocrites [i.e. Allah will test the people 
with good and hard days to discriminate the good from the wicked 
(although Allah knows all that before putting them to test)].” (Al'Ankabut 
29:1-11) 
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[The Trial After One Says “I Believe” And How One Is Established and 
Made Fim] 

Then let the servant reflect upon the arrangement of these verses, and what they 
contain of lessons (of admonishment) and treasures of knowledge. For the 
people, when the Messengers were sent them, were in between two affairs: 


a) Either one of them says, “We have believed” 
b) Or he does not say that, but continues upon evils and disbelief. 


Hence, the one who said, “We have believed” his Lord will put him to trial and 
test him, and subject him to tribulation (fitnah). And alfitnah is affliction (at 
ibtilaah) and examination (akikhtibaar) so that the truthful one can be separated 
from the liar. And the one who did not say “We have believed” then let him not 
think that he can escape from Allaah, and pass Him by, since He possesses the 
various stages (of this person’s destiny) in His [Two] Hands. 


A nd how does a man flee from H im with his sin. W hen the various paths are adually folded 
up in His H ands 


Hence, whoever believed in the Messengers and obeyed them, then their 
enemies will show enmity to him and harm him. Hence, he will be tested by that 
which hurts him. And if he does not believe in them and does not obey them, he 
will be punished in this world and the hereafter, and thus he will receive that 
which is painful for him, and this thing, which harms him, is greater in its pain 
and more lasting than the pain that is suffered by the followers [of the 
Messengers]. 


Hence, there is no escape from undergoing harms for any soul that has believed 
or that has not desired belief. However, the Believer undergoes pain in this 
world initially, then the [good] end is received by him in this world and the 
hereafter. As for the one who turns away from Imaan, he tastes pleasure and 
delight initially, then he enters into everlasting pain. 


And ash-Shaafi’ee (rahimahullaah) was asked, “Which of the two are more 
excellent for a man. That he is firmly established or that he is put to trial?” He 
replied, “He will not be firmly established until he is put to trial [first]. And 
Allaah, the Most High, put the [five] Messengers of firm resolve to trial, and 
when they were patient he firmly established them.” *° 


* [Ed.]: And all of this also applies to the one who says, “I am upon the beliefs and 
methodologies of the Salaf, I am Salafee in my belief, speech and action” for when he 
announces that, then he is put to trial by the Innovators and D eviants, amongst the K hawaanij, 
Takfeerees, Soofees, Mu’tazilees, Rationalist Modernists, Shurocrats, Rawaafid, Asha’rees, 
Maatureedees, Barailawees, Hizbees, Tamyee’ees and other than them. 
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Abu Uthmaan as-Saaboonee said in his book, “Aqeedat us-Salaf was Ashaabil-Hadeeth” : 


“T say: I have seen that the Ahl ul-Bid’ah (the People of Innovation) - with respect to these 
names - which they have named the Ahl us-Sunnah with - [and not a single one of them befits 
them, a bounty and grace from Allaah] - have behaved with them (i.e. the Ahl us-Sunnah) in 
the same manner as the way [taken by] the Mushrikoon (pagans) - [may Allaah curse them] - 
with the Messenger of Allaah (sallallaahu alaihi wasallam). They divided [the various sayings] 
amongst themselves [to accuse him with]. So some of them called him a magician. Others 
called him a soothsayer. O thers called him a madman. Others called him someone put to trial 
and others called him a fabricator, a forger, a liar. Y et the Prophet (sallallaahu alaihi wasallam) 
was far removed and free from all those vices and he was nothing but a messenger, a chosen 
one, a prophet. Allaah - the Mighty and Majestic said: 


See how they coin similitudes for you, so they have gone astray and are not able to find 
a (Right) Path [Soorah Furgaan 25:9] 


[And] likewise, the Innovators - may Allaah forsake them - have divided [the various sayings] 
amongst themselves [to accuse] the Carriers of his [the Messenger’s] narrations, and the 
Transmitters of his narrations and the Reporters of his ahaadeeth, those who guide themselves 
by him and who seek guidance from his Sunnah [known as the Ashaabul-Hadeeth]. So some 
of them have called them ‘Hashawiyyah’ and others have called them ‘Mushabbihah’ and 
others have called them ‘Naabitah’ and others have called them ‘Naasibah’ and others have 
called them ‘Jabariyyah’. 


Yet, the Ashaabul-Hadeeth are safe and secure from these blameworthy characterstics, [they] 
are free, pure and unblemished. And they [the Ashaabul-Hadeeth] are but illuminated 
adherents of the Sunnah (Ahl us-Sunnah), a well-pleasing [model of] behaviour, straight and 
levelled paths [of truth and guidance], and farreaching and strong proofs. Allaah - whose 
Magnificence is great and sublime - has granted them success in following His Book, His 
Revelation and His Speech, [in following the closest to Him among His Friends], in seeking to 
guide themselves by His Messenger (sallallaahu alaihi wasallam) and by his narrations in which 
he has commanded his Ummah with the best and just of sayings and actions and has 
forbidden them from the evil sayings and actions. He [Allaah] has supported them in clinging 
tightly to his [the Messenger’s] way and behaviour and in guiding themselves by [fulfilling] the 
requirements of his Sunnah. [He - Allaah - has made them from among the followers of His 
closest Friends, -* has honoured them and strengthened them upon it]. And He has opened 
and expanded their breasts towards loving him (i.e. the Prophet) and loving the Scholars of his 
Sharee’ah and the Scholars of his ummah. And whoever loves a people then he will be with 
them on the Day of Judgement due to the ruling [in the saying] of the Allaah’s Messenger 
(sallallaahu alaihi wasallam): “A man will be with the one whom he loves.”. End quote from 
as-Saaboonee (from The Foundations of the Sunnah, pp.161-163, Salafi Publications). 


And from al-Irbaad ibn Saariyah (radiallaahu anhu) who said: “A llaah’s Messenger (sallallaahu 
alaihi wasallam) gave us an admonition which caused the eyes to shed tears and the hearts to 
fear, so we said, “O Messenger of Allaah, this is as if it were a farewell sermon, so with what 
do you counsel us?” So he said: “I have left you upon clear proof , its night is like its day, no 
one deviates from it except one who is destroyed, and whoever lives long from amongst you 
will see great controversy. So stick to what you know from my Sunnah and the Sunnah of the 
orthodox, rightly-guided caliphs - cling to that with your molar teeth, and stick to obedience 
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So let no person think that he will ever be free from pain. In respect to their 
pains, the people only vary in their intellects. So the most intelligent one is the 
one who sold an everlasting great pain for a temporary light pain. And the most 
wretched of them is the one who sold the temporary light pain for the great 
everlasting pain.” 


End quote from Ibn akQayyim. 


even if it is to an Abyssinian slave, since the believer is like a submissive camel, wherever he is 
led, he follows” (Ahmad (4/ 126), Ibn Maajah (no. 43), al-Haakim (1/ 96) and others - Hasan). 


Anas bin Maalik reported that Allaah’s Messenger (sallallaahu alaihi wasallam) said, “This 
Ummah will split into seventy-three sects, all of them in the Hellfire except for one.” They 
asked, “And what is that sect?” He replied, “Those who are upon what I and my companions 
are upon today”. (Tabaraanee in Mu’jamus-Sagheer no. 724, Tirmidhee, 2641, al-Haakim, 
1/ 125). 


Abdullaah bin Mas’ood reported, “Allaah’s Messenger (sallallaahu alaihi wasallam) drew a line 
for us, then he said, “This is Allaah’s way.” Then he drew lines to the right and to the left and 
said, “These are differing ways, upon each of these ways is a devil (Shaytaan) calling to it.” 
Then he recited, “And this is My Straight Path, so follow it, and do not follow (other) 
paths, for they will separate you away from His Path.” (a-An’aam 6:153).” (Ahmad 1/ 435 
and at-T ayaaleesee no. 244). 
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Shaykh ul-Islaam Ibn Taymiyyah - Bravery and 
Comparison Between the Jihaads of Abu Bakr, ‘Umar 
and Alee: Chapter’® 


“And from that which is desirable to know is that the excellence of courage, 
bravery (shajaa’ah) in the deen is for the sake of Jihaad in the path of Allaah. 
Otherwise, if a person does not seek aid by shajaa’ah in making Jihaad in the 
path of Allaah, then it is either of an evil consequence to him if he sought aid by 
it in order to obey Shaytaan, or it is of no benefit to him if he sought aid by it in 
whatever does not bring him closer to Allaah the Most High. 


Thus, the shajaa’ah of az-Zubair, Alee, K haalid (bin Waleed), Abu Dujaanah, ak 
Baraa bin Maalik, Abu Talhah and others from the courageous, brave ones from 
the Sahaabah, then this bravery became amongst their virtues because they 
sought aid by way of it (i.e. utilised it) in making Jihaad in the path of Allaah. 
And because of this they deserved whatever Allaah praised the Mujaahideen 
with. 


So when this is the case, then it is also known that from Jihaad is that which 
occurs by fighting, and that which occurs with the hujjah (proof) and bayaan 
(discourse, explanation) and da’wah (calling to Allaah). Allaah, the Most High, 
said, “And had We willed, We would have raised a wamer in every town. 
So obey not the disbelievers, but make Jihaad against them (by 
preaching) with the utmost endeavour, with it (the Qur'an)”. (Al Furgan 
29:01-52) 


Allaah, the Sublime and Exalted, ordered that he should make Jihaad against the 
Kuffaar with a great Jihaad using the Qur'aan. And this Surah is Makkan in 
origin, it was revealed in Makkah before the emigration of the Prophet 
(sallallaahu alaihi wasallam), and before he was commanded with fighting, and 
before he was granted permission for it. 


And this Jihaad was with knowledge (ilm) and with the heart, with speech 
(bayaan) and calling (da’wah), but not with fighting. As for fighting, then it 
requires careful planning (tadbeer) and thoughtful opinion, and it also requires 
the shajaa’ah of the heart and fighting with the hand. And in the chief that is 
obeyed (in Jihaad) this type is more in need of the opinion and shajaa’ah 


*° Minhaaj us-Sunnah (4/ 166-167), D ar Kubut al-‘Ilmiyyah, Beirut, Lebanon. And this occurs 
in the course of a refutation of a Raafidee’s argument for the superiority of ‘Alee (radiallaahu 
anhu) over Abu Bakr and ‘Umar (radiallahu anhumaa) with the claim that he was greater in his 
performance of the Jihaad of fighting, and harming the K uffaar. 
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(bravery) of the heart*’, than the strength of the body (itself). And Abu Bakr and 
‘Umar have precedence in undertaking the types of Jihaad besides [that 
involving] the fighting of the body. 


Abu Muhammad bin Hazm said, “We found them arguing that Alee was the 
greatest of the Sahaabah in Jihaad and in reviling and hurting the Kuffaar, and 
that Jihaad is the best of actions. He [Ibn Hazm] said: And this is an error 
because Jihaad actually divides into three types. 


a) The first of them is calling to Allaah, the Most High, with the tongue, 

b) And the second is the Jihaad at the time of war by [solicitation] of opinion 
and careful organisation, planning. 

c) And the third is the Jihaad with the hand in reviling (i.e. harming) and 
striking. 


So we find that concerning the Jihaad with the tongue, no one after the Prophet 
(sallallaahu alaihi wasallam) is put alongside Abu Bakr or ‘Umar. As for Abu 
Bakr, then the most senior amongst the Sahaabah became Muslim at his hands. 
And this is the most virtuous of actions. And Alee does not really have a great 
share in this. And as for ‘Umar then the day that he accepted Islaam, Islaam was 
strengthened and Allaah was then worshipped openly (i.e. without fear). And this 
is the greatest of Jihaad. And these two men are singled out with these two 
Jihaads which have comparison to them at all. And Alee had no share in this. 


And there remains the second type, which is [solicitation] of opinion and 
organisation. So we found this exclusively with Abu Bakr, and then ‘Umar. 


And then there remains the third type, which is harming and stnking and 
contesting (in battle). So we find this to be the lowest of the levels of Jihaad due 
to an imperative evidence, which is that there is no doubt with any Muslim that 
Allaah’s Messenger (sallallaahu alaihi wasallam) is uniquely specified with every 
excellence. Thus, we find that his (sallallaahu alaihi wasallam’s) Jihaad, in the 
majority of his actions and the situations (he found himself), was with the first 
two types, that of calling to Allaah, the Mighty and Majestic, and (secondly,) that 
of organisation and intent (iraadah). And the least of his actions were in harming 
and striking and contesting (in battle), and this is not due to cowardice, since he 
was the most courageous of the inhabitants of the earth without exception, both 
with his soul and with his hand, and the most complete of them in being 
unrelenting (in courage). 


*’ Meaning, that in the Jihaad of fighting, is more in need of bravery and well-thought out 
opinion, than it is in need of the actual strength of the body. 
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However, he used to prefer the most excellent actions, and then those after 
them. Hence, he would give precedence to the most excellent and would occupy 
himself with it. And on the day of the battle of Badr, and other times as well, we 
find that Abu Bakr used to be with him and never departed from being with 
him, due to the preference of the Prophet (sallallaahu alaihi wasallam), and he 
used to seek his opinion and support (i.e that of Abu Bakr) in war, and he used 
to be happy with his presence. And then ‘Umar also, perhaps he shared in this, 
and he was singled out with respect to this as opposed to Alee, and as opposed 
to the remaining Sahaabah, except on rare occasions.” [*] 


Then alongside this we look at this type of Jihaad which is harming, striking and 
contesting (in battle), and we see that Alee was not uniquely singled out with 
respect to it with the swords. Rather, others shared with him in this, such as 
Talhah, az-Zubair, Sa’d and whoever fought at the inception of Islaam, such as 
Hamzah, ‘Ubaydah bin abHarth bin ‘Abdul-Muttalib, Mus’ab in ‘Umayr, and 
those from the Ansaar [such as] &’d bin Mu’aadh, Sammaak bin Haarithah, 
meaning Abu D ujaanah, and other than these two. And we find Abu Bakr and 
‘Umar shared with him [Alee] in this with a goodly share, even if they did not 
reach the share of those [mentioned, in this form of fighting], due to their being 
occupied with that which was more superior, of remaining close to the 
Messenger (sallallaahu alaihi wasallam) and corresponding with him during the 
battle. And he sent them on many delegations, more than he sent ‘Alee. He sent 
Abu Bakr to Banee Fazaarah and others, and he sent him to Banee Fulaan and 
[at the same time] we do not know of any delegation that Alee was sent with, 
except to some of the forts of Hunayn, so he opened them up [in victory].” [°°] 


Thus, the highest (arfa’u) types of Jihaad were attained by Abu Bakr and ‘Umar, 
and they [also] participated with Alee in the lowest (aqallu) types of Jihaad along 
with a group of others besides them.” 


End quote from Shaykh uklIslaam Ibn Taymiyyah 


* End of Ibn Taymiyyah’s quote from Ibn Hazm may end here. 


* Or the quote may end here. It is not clear from the text. 
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Shaykh ul-Islaam Ibn al-Qayyim: Seeking Knowledge Is 
the Most Superior Jihaad and the Greatest of What 
Constitutes “the Path of Allaah” *° 


“The Fiftieth Angle: What has been reported by at-Tirmidhee, from the hadeeth 
of Abu Ja’far ar-Raazee, from ar-Rabee’ bin Anas [from ‘Anas] who said, that the 
Messenger of Allaah (sallallaahu alaihi wasallam) said, “Whoever left in search of 
knowledge is in the path of Allaah until he returns” 


At-Tirmidhee said, “This hadeeth is Hasan-G hareeb, some of them reported it 
but they did not raise it (i.e. to marfu’ level)”. 


The seeking of knowledge has been considered [striving] in the path of Allaah 
because it is the support of Islaam is by way of it, just as its support is also by 
way of Jihaad. Thus, the support of the religion is by way of knowledge and 
Jihaad. 


And for this reason, Jihaad is of two types: The Jihaad of the Hand and the 
Spear, and this participated in a great deal. And the second, the Jihaad of the 
Proof (Hujjah) and Explanation (Bayaan). And this is the Jihaad of the special, 
unique ones from amongst the followers of the Messengers. And it is the Jihaad 
of the Scholars. It is the most superior of the two Jihaads due to the greatness of 
in its benefit, and the extreme provision (it provides), and the greatness (in 
number) of its enemies. 


The Most High said in Soorah akFurgaan [25:51-52], and it is a Makkan Surah, 
“And had We willed, We would have raised a wamer in every town. So 
obey not the disbelievers, but make Jihaad against them (by preaching) 
with the utmost endeavour, with it (the Qur'an)”. 


So this Jihaad against them is with the Qur’aan and it is the greater of the two 
Jihaads, and it is also the Jihaad against the Munaafiqeen, for the Munaafiqeen 
did not used to fight the Muslims, but were with them outwardly. And perhaps 
they would even fight alongside them (the Muslims) against their enemy. And yet 
alongside this, He, the Most High said, “O Prophet! Strive hard (make 
Jihaad) against the disbelievers and the hypocrites, and be harsh against 
them, their abode is Hell, - and worst indeed is that destination”. (At- 


“” Miftaah D aar as-Sa’aadah (1/ 271), D ar Ibn ‘Affaan. 
“' Reported by at-Tabaraanee in as-Sagheer (1/136), al-Ugaylee in ad-Du’afaa (2/17), al- 


Aajurree in Akhlaag al-‘Ulamaa (28) and others. Its isnaad contains Abu Ja’far ar-Raazee who 
has a poor memory, and like him is K haalid bin Y azeed. 
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Tawbah 9:73). And it is known that the Jihaad against the Munaafigeen is with 
the Proof (Hujjah) and the Q ur’aan. 


What is intended here is that “the Path of Allaah (Sabeel Ullaah)” is [both] Jihaad 
and seeking knowledge and inviting the creation to Allaah by it. For this reason 
Mu’aadh (radiallaahu anhu) said, “You must seek knowledge, for learning it for 
the sake of Allaah is khashyah (awe of Him), and teaching it is worship, and 
revising it is tasbeeh (glorification of Allaah) and researching into it is Jihaad.”” 


For this reason, He, the Sublime, made link between the Revealed Book and the 
Aiding Iron, as He, the Most High said, “Indeed We have sent Our 
Messengers with clear proofs, and revealed with them the Scripture and 
the Balance (justice) that mankind may keep up justice. And We brought 
forth iron wherein is mighty power (in matters of war), as well as many 
benefits for mankind, that Allah may test who it is that will help Him (His 
religion), and His Messengers in the unseen. Verily, Allah is All-Strong, 
All-Mighty.” (Al-Hadid 57:25) 


So He mentioned the Book and Iron, since the support of the religion is by way 
of them. As it has been said (inpoetry): 


A nd it is nothing ex cept Revelation or the sharpened edge [of the sword]. Its edge sways over 
the two jugular veins of the one that turns away [in rection]. So this [the sword] is a cure to 
the disease of every intellignt one A nd this [the Revelation] is the cure to the disease of every 
ignorant one. 


And since both the Jihaad of the Sword, and that of the Hujjah (proof) are called 
“the Path of Allaah (Sabeel Ullaah), the Sahaabah (radiallaahu anhum) 
interpreted His saying, “Obey Allah and obey the Messenger, and those of 
you (Muslims) who are in authority.” (an-Nisaa 4:59), as “the Rulers, and the 
Scholars”. For they are the ones who are Mujaahidoon in the Path of Allaah. So 
[the Rulers] with their hands and [the Scholars] with their tongues. Hence, 
seeking knowledge and teaching it is from the greatest of [affairs that constitute] 
the Path of Allaah. 


K’ab akAhbaar said, “The seeker of knowledge is like the one who sets out early 
for [Jihaad] the path of Allaah the Mighty and Majestic.” And it has come from 
some of the Sahaabah (radiallaahu anhum), “When death comes to a seeker of 
knowledge, and he is in this state (of seeking knowledge), then he dies as a 
Shaheed”. And Sufyaan bin ‘Uyainah said, “Whoever sought knowledge, then He 


” Tt is reported in Marfoo’ form by Ibn ‘Abdul-Barr in Jaami’ Bayaan ul-Ilm (1/65) and he 
said, “It does not have a strong isnaad, we have reported it with numerous chains in mawqoof 
form”. 
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has pledged allegiance with Allaah, the Mighty and Majestic’. And Abu ad- 


D ardaa said, “Whoever saw that setting out earnestly in the morning towards 


wy 


knowledge is not Jihaad, then his intellect and opinion has incurred deficiency”. 


End quote from Ibn akQayyim. 
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Ibn al-Qayyim on Jihaad and Guidance 


Ibn akQayyim (rahimahullaah) said, in abFawaa’id (p. 78) under the subject 
heading of “Jihaad”: 


“Allaah the Most High said, “And those who strive in Our cause (make Jihaad, 
jaahadoo) then We shall certainly guide them to Our ways” (atAnkabut 29:69). 
He, the Sublime, attached guidance with Jihaad. Hence, the most perfect of 
people in terms of guidance are those who are greatest in Jihaad. And the most 
obligatory Jihaad is the Jihaad of the soul, the Jihaad against the desire (hawaa), 
the Jihaad of the Shaytaan and the Jihaad of the world (dunyaa). Hence, whoever 
made Jihaad against these four for the sake of Allaah, Allaah will guide Him to 
the ways of His pleasure which connect to His Paradise. And whoever 
abandoned (this) Jihaad, then he will lose the same amount of guidance as what 
he neglected of Jihaad. 


AlJunayd said, “And those who strive (make Jihaad) against their desires in O ur 
cause with repentance, we shall guide them to the paths of sincerity (Ikhlaas)”. 
And no person will be able to make Jihaad of the external enemy except for the 
one who made Jihaad against these enemies internally. Hence, whoever was 
aided against these (internal enemies), he will be aided against his (external) 
enemy, and whoever’s (enemies) are aided against him, his enemy will (also) be 
aided against him.”* 


*® Reflect upon this, and just consider why Allaah has aided the enemies against the Muslims! 
Because they did not make Jihaad against their internal enemies in Allaah’s cause. This also 
exposes the falsehood of the innovated Jihaadee manhaj propagated by the main bulk of the 
North African remnants of the 60s and 70s takfeer groups, and how it is based upon 
ignorance and desires, which does not admit to an appreciation of these Sunan of Allaah. 
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Shaykh ul-Islaam Ibn Taymiyyah: The Aided Jihaad* 


“... However, they do this (i.e. call upon the dead) on many occasions and as a 
matter of habit, such that even when an external, non-Muslim enemy (the 
Tartars), made its way to D amascus, they all came out seeking deliverance by the 
graves of the dead - those in whom they place their hope of removing the harms 
(of the enemy). 


And one of the poets said: O you who fear the Tartars. Seek refuge with the 
grave of Abu ‘Umar. 


Or he said: Seek refuge in the grave of Abu Umer. He wil deliver you from the 
harms. 


So I said to them: Those whom you seek deliverance from, if they had been with 
you in fighting, they would have been defeated, just like those were defeated 
from amongst the Muslims in the Battle of Uhud. For t had passed that the 
army was defeated on account of reasons that necessitated this defeat, and also 
due to the wisdom of Allaah, the Mighty and Majestic in all of that. It is for this 
reason that the people of knowledge and religion and those with sure msight of 
the affairs® did not fight (against the Tartars) on this occasion, due to it not 
being the legislated type of fighting which Allaah and His Messenger had 
ordained. 


And when there results evil and corruption and the absence of the desired type 
of assistance and victory (from Allaah), from this particular fighting, then there 
will be no earthly or heavenly reward involved - for the one who knows this. 
However, many of those who held that this was a situation where the legislated 
type of fighting holds and applies suspected the intentions of those who held 
that this was not the case.” 


“ Ar-Radd ‘alal-Bakri (2/ 731-740) 


® And in our times, the people of sure insight are the Salafee scholars and those who follow 
upon their way, who put everything in its proper place, and are Rabbaaniyyoon, in their 
knowledge, direction and advice to the Ummah. 


“ This is familiar to what is present today, of the accusations against the Salafees, and 
suspecting of their intentions. This is not something new. And bear in mind that Shaykh ul- 
Islaam Ibn Taymiyyah is speaking here about the defensive Jihaad (Jihaad ud-D af’), which the 
Salafees actually speak with, and enjoin and make obligatory, upon whomever it is obligatory, 
in accordance to what is correct from the explanations of the Fugahaa. However, in certain 
times and situations, other factors can indicate the absence of any attainable victory, due to 
reasons necessitating that, and so some of the Scholars may not enjoin this Jihaad at this 
particular time, to avoid a greater evil. And this type of deep-rooted understanding, is only 
granted to those who have been nurtured upon the correct methodologies and who have 
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Then after this had transpired, we began to order the people to show sincerity of 
purpose in the religion to Allaah the Mighty and Majestic, to seek help and 
deliverance from Him alone and not to seek help and assistance from a near 
Angel and nora Prophet that was sent. 


As Allaah the Most High said on the D ay of Badr “When you sought aid from 
your Lord and He responded to you” and it is reported that the Messenger 
(sallallaahu alaihi wasallam) used to say on the Day of Badr, “O Ever-Living 
(Hayy), O Self-Sustaining, Maintainer (Qayyoom), there is none worthy of 
worship but you, in your mercy do I seek help”, and in another wording, 
“rectify my affair, all of it, and do not leave me to depend upon myself for 
even the blinking of an eye, and nor to depend upon anyone from your 
creation.” 


So when the affairs of the people became rectified and they were truthful 
in their seeking of aid and deliverance from their Lord alone, He helped 
them against their enemy with mighty assistance and help. And the 
Tartars had not suffered any defeat like this defeat before this. 


All of this being due to what occurred of the actualisation of the Tawheed 
of Allaah, obedience to Him and to His Messenger - which was not 
existant before that. And verily, Allaah the Most High, aids His 
Messenger and those who believe, in the life of this world and the 
Hereafter and the Day when the witnesses will stand...” 


End of Shaikh ul-Islaam’s words. 


implemented the correct, Sharee’ah Jihaad, with its proper understanding, meaning, direction, 
orientation and progression as explained in this article from Ibn al-Qayyim. 
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